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First Experience In Japan

Hi! My name is Elizabeth (Liz)
Adams and I am 16 years old. I come
from Tasmania, in Australia and I will
be in Japan for one year on a Rotary
Exchange Scholarship. I have 3 broth-
ers, 1 sister, and a mother and father.

My favorite hobby is music. In Aus-
tralia, I was learning the piano, clarinet
and violin. I like all types of music,
especially classical and pop music.

Whilst (=While) in Japan, I hope
to learn to speak and write Japanese,
and also to learn as many customs and
traditions as I can. I have already at-
tended one tea ceremony class and I
found the experience very enjoyable
and interesting.

There are too many differences bet-
ween Australia and Japan for me to
be able to list them all, so I will point
out the main one that I have noticed
so far.

I think the students who go to Nari-
ta Kita High School have a lot more
respect towards their teachers than some
of the students who attend my school
in Deloraine. We do not have to bow
at the beginning and at the end of each
lesson; and if we enter a teacher’s
staffroom, we are not expected to say
anything to all the teachers who are
in the room. I think the Japanese way
of showing respect is very good and I
hope it continues for a long time.

I hope you have the chance to visit
Australia, so you can see the things

that I talk about and love.
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PE &R My first impression of Japan

Sam Hardy

Hello, my name is Sam Hardy and I come from New Zealand, I came to

Japan as a Rotary exchange student on January 14th and will be spending

one year at Narita Kita high school.

My first impression of Japan is that it is very crowded in complete contrast to New Zealand
which only has a population of about 3 million people. The streets here are very narrow and the
houses look completely different. Japanese society tends to be a lot stricter than in New Zealand
that seems to be more individualistic., I like Japan and find that the people ary really friendly to
me.

The food takes some getting used to and I miss besic European foods such as bread. Generally
speaking Japan is a lot more expensive than New Zealand, especially food which is 2 or 3 times
the price at home. The differences though are really a lot of fun and I'm glad to be spending my

year in Japan at Narita Kita high school.
(PTAKLS Bdb] 8255 X b)

127




B LR

Hi! My name is Caro-
line Rennie, I am attending

Narita Kita as a rotary
exchange student, from New Zealand. In New
Zealand I live in a town called Hamilton which
is near Auckland. I attend a school which
has about the some number of students as
Narita Kita but that is where the similarities
end!

New Zealand school is very different from
school in Japan. High school in New Zealand
has 5 grades. You start when you are 13 and
finish when you are 18, but school is only
compulsory until 15, so some students finish
before they are 18 and find jobs. We have na-
tional examinations after 3, 4 and 5 years.
At my school only the first 3 grades wear a
school uniform and grade 4 and 5 wear anything
they like. This year]l would be in grade 5 the
highest grade, so it is strange coming to Japan
to be in the lowest grade. In 4 and 5 grades,
you get many privileges at school. For example,
students may go home or to friends houses
at lunch time, as in New Zealand you can get
your driver’s licence when you 15 or 16 so
many students own old cars, which they drive
to school.

In grade, 4 and 5 you only chose 5 subjects
to study. The average number of students in
each class is 20. When a period ends, the classes
move to the teacher, not like in Japan where
the teachers go to the classroom. And in every
class, you have a different group of people so
you get to know everybody in your grade.

We have similar club after school, but there
are different sports (eg. rugby and netball).
They do not practise everyday and most sports
are either played in winter or summer not all
year as in Japan. So you can join many clubs.
Also this leaves time for part time jobs which
most students have after school.

In New Zealand there is no school on Satur-
day so every friday and saturday nights there
are always parties, which I like very much.

Thank you to everyone that has helped me
and been friendly. I like Japan very much and
look forward to the rest of the year.

C. Rennie
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Since my arrival in Narita on a hot day in early August, I have

from my own high school in Oregon, the friendliness everyone
has shown me has made me feel right at home. Although the

creative, especially during the school festival. Most American
encing my first festival at Narita Kita. | am looking forward to

students are sometimes shy, they are very bright and can be very
high schools do not have cultural festivals, so I enjoyed experi-

enjoyed meeting the wonderful teachers, staff and students at
Narita Kita High School. Although Narita Kita is very different

a terrific year at Narita Kita High School.
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8th October 1990

Dear Komatsu sensei and fellow English teachers.

I hope this letter will find you all well and happy. I am now in my home town of Bradford
living with my parents for a short while. I arrived back in England at the beginning of September
after a few weeks holiday in Thailand.

All my family & friends are delighted to see me again and also to hear abot my many experi-
ences in Japan. Every weekend 1 am forced to go through all my photographs and answer 101
questions to do with Japan, school, foods, language, dress, culture, etc.... They find what I say
very interesting, but I find looking back at my photos & recounting my expeiences makes me feel
homesick for Japan. I had a wonderful time.

I would like to thank all of the English teachers for making my one year in Japan so special.
In your different ways you helped me settle in, made me feel welcome in the school and your
classroom. You greatly aided my understanding of Japanese schools, Japanese culture and language.
I have special memories of Kitako as it is my base school my first school. The students always
showed the greatest enthusiasm to learn about me, my culture and my country. I always enjoyed
telling them about what I did during my weekends and holidays, and listening to their adventures.
Please share this letter with your students. I miss them. Kitako is a great school and its students
were among the most earnest and nicest I could ever hope to meet. Tell them about me going
back to “study” as it were for the next three years. I know it’s going to be difficult for me as

I'm sure it will be for those students wishing to go to university. It will be worth all the
effort and hard work at the end of te day.

My special thanks to the English teachers of Kitako, as without your help and guidance,
outside as well as within the classroom, I would have been lost with no idea of what to do. I
hope that in some small way I furthered English education in your school as well as contributed
to the course of internationalization.

I hope that I will hear from you soon. I will continue to write letters to you and hope one
day to meet you again if not in the U. K., then in Japan. My best wishes to you all and thank

you again for your many kindnesses.

Yours faithfully

Patricia
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