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NSW, Australia 2652
16/2/99

Dear Sits

Thank you so much for all that you have done with Dominique’s exchange
visit to Narita Kita. We are so glad that your school has accepted her
enrolment and much appreciate the efforts you have made to provide her with
homestays while she is in Narita. Her father is happy with all the
arrangements and also wishes to thank you for your efforts.

Dominique is very excited and is really looking forward to her stay in Japan.
She is a lovely young lady with a happy, bright personality. She is a hard-
working student who always does her best, and she has a very friendly outlook
and gets on well with everyone. I am sure she will work hard and that she will
fit into your school very well. I am sure that her host families will like her a lot.

I am looking forward to hearing about her life in Japan and about her
progress.

I have included copies of Mariko's school reports from last year and some
notes from her teachers about her efforts in her subjects. All her teachers
have told me that she has worked hard and that her results and progress have
been very pleasing. Her English has improved so much and she participates
well in all her classes. She has been a fine ambassador for your school and she
will be missed when she returns to Narita next month.

Thank you once again. The bonds between our schools is getting stronger all
the time. Please pass on my regards to Mr. Murata and all the staff at your

school. I hope we shall meet again soon.

i&&omtfﬂ¢#w\

Lindsay Morton
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A taste of Australia

Japanese visitors soa

G

By LINDSAY BALLARD

A VISITING group of Ja-
panese high school stu-
dents were treated to a
good old Aussie barbecue
and a practical display of
firefighting  techniques
when they paid a visit to
the Wagga Fire Brigade
headquarters in The Esp-
lanade yesterday.

The 14 students — 11
girls and 3 boys — from
Narita Kita High School,
60 kilometres out of
Tokyo, have been in
Wagga for the past fort-
night as guests of Wagga
Technology High School.

Maths and languages
teacher Lindsay Morton
said the visit was arranged
after Wagga Technology
High established a sister-
school relationship with
Narita Kita.

“As far as I’'m aware,

Wagga Technology High
is the first State school to
host visiting Japanese stu-
dents other than: where
there is a sister-city rela-
tionship,” Mr Morton
said. C
“The visitors have been
hosted by local families

FIRE DRILL : Visiting Japanese high school students, from left, Keiko Watarabe,

A

k up culture

Chiharu Takano, Yuichiro Ochiai and Yasuhiro Oikawa donned firefighting
protective clothing when they visited the Wagga fire station in The Esplanade
yesterday. With the students are fire officers Justin Bentley, back left, and

and have had a wonderful
time.

“They are basically here
to improve their English
and their fortnight’s stay
has certainly done that.”

Mr Morton said the stu-
dents studied English for
three hours each school

'morning during their stay, -

giving them time to soak
‘up the local culture.
They have visited two
‘local farms and other at-
tractions and participated
" inan excursion to the Aus-
tralian Wildlife Sanctuary
in Canberra.

. “We hope to recipro-
cate by taking a group of
our students to Narita
Kita in November,” Mr
Morton said.

Fire station commander
Jim Rhynehart presented

Rodney Krause.

.the students with a plaque

and individual certificates
as mementos of their visit.

And what did the stu-
dents enjoy most about
their visit to Wagga?

“I enjoyed the fire sta-
tion,” said a very diploma-
tic Keiko Watarabe.

Chiharu Takano. said
her stay with her Wagga

- host family was the most

enjoyable part of her visit,
while Yuichiro Ochiai said
he enjoyed visiting the dis-
trict farms. ’

A practical Yasuhiro
Oikawa said she enjoyed
“speaking English”.

Teacher Takeo Ha-
naka, who is travelling
with the students, praised
the hospitality he and the
children had been shown
during their visit.

“It has been wonder-
ful,” he said.

“Wagga is a calm and
beautiful place and every-
one we have met has been
so friendly and sociable.

“The host families all
told us their history and
where there ancestors
came from, it was very in-
teresting.

“It is the first time I
have come to Australia
and I hope to return
again,” Mr Hanaka told
The Daily Advertiser.

The students will leave
Wagga today by train and,
after a visit to the Blue
Mountains tomorrow, will
fly out on Monday morn-
ing homeward bound. to
tshe- Land of the Rising
un.

The Daily Advertiser, Saturday. August

10. 1996
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